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DIGITALEUROPE urges MEPs to bring ePrivacy closer to 
digital reality and to reject LIBE report  

Brussels, 17 October 2017 

 

Ahead of the adoption of the ePrivacy regulation report by the European Parliament Committee on Civil Liberties, 

Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE), DIGITALEUROPE wishes to stress that the content of the draft report does not 

reflect a balanced consensus and is out of touch with technology realities. We strongly urge MEPs voting on 

Thursday to carefully consider the practical – and negative – implications of the report, and to vote against it.  

DIGITALEUROPE, and the many tech companies it represents, has been providing constructive feedback in the 

process so far. We have consistently sought to positively engage with MEPs and have always supported a legal 

framework that protects European citizens’ fundamental rights to confidentiality while ensuring that they can 

reap the benefits from digital innovation.  

However, regrettably, the LIBE Committee’s report does not reflect a balanced consensus.  Instead, it sets a new 

standard for inflexibility and a refusal to embrace technology innovations. We need an ePrivacy regulation that 

ensures a high level of legal protection for confidentiality of communications, and one that enables digital 

innovation – not one that chooses one over the other. 

We continue to believe that a more balanced, forward-looking approach is possible, one that aligns fully with the 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which businesses across Europe are still implementing ahead of next 

year’s deadline. The new approach must also be consistent with the European Electronic Communication Code 

being currently decided by the co-legislators.   

In addition, the ePrivacy regulation should define its scope in a way that minimizes overlaps; it should not 

introduce parallel definitions or consent requirements. It must also be technology neutral and ensure necessary 

legal flexibility, such as the use of legitimate interest and other legal basis defined in the GDPR, so that users are 

not overburdened with consent requirements.   

While welcoming the European Parliament strong commitment to encryption, DIGITALEUROPE urges MEPs to 

take the above basic principles into account, to reject the LIBE report and to not start trialogue negotiations 

without due consideration of these principles. 
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Background 

The proposed ePrivacy Regulation will have far-reaching effects on how electronic communications and 

many online services operate in the EU. The Regulation will extend obligations that are significantly 

more stringent than what currently apply to telecom operators to all over-the-top (“OTT”) 

communications services, machine-to-machine (“M2M”) applications, and content services with 

communications capability such as video games, dating apps, and e-commerce sites with built-in chat 

features. It will also require browsers, mobile apps and many other types of software enabling electronic 

communications to obtain end-users’ opt-in consent upon installation, effectively disregarding other 

legal bases for data processing. Such a wide extension of both scope and the nature of the obligations 

will have a significant impact on all industry sectors relying on data-driven innovation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information please contact:  
Lionel Sola, Director of Political Outreach & Communications 
+32 492 25 84 32 or lionel.sola@digitaleurope.org 
 
Iva Tasheva, Policy Manager for Privacy & Security 
+32 493 40 56 12 or Iva.Tasheva@digitaleurope.org  
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and 
implementation of EU policies. 

DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total 25,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 61 corporate members and 37 
national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our recent news and activities: 
http://www.digitaleurope.org   

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Adobe, Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., Huawei, IBM, Intel, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica 
Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions,  
MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, 
Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, 
Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Western Digital, Xerox, Zebra Technologies. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 
Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: TIF 
France: AFNUM, Force Numérique, 
Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techU
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